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Summary

The scientific publishing market allows dissemination of knowledge and research results around the world.
It is also the main source of academic prestige: the signals it produces are used to hire faculty, direct
public research funds and rank universities and countries. And a very lucrative business, funneling billions
of Euros each year from public agencies into publishers and learned societies. It is foundational to science
as it is practiced now — we are what we publish. Yet, the system is nearing a breaking point. Scientists are
increasingly overwhelmed by the volume of articles being published, the proliferation of journals and the
increase in their charges, and by a scientific publication system that does not seem to have the best interest
of science as its priority. This talk, based on the analyses of “The Strain on Scientific Publishing”, presents
several data-driven metrics on publisher growth, processing times, marketing strategies and profits, and
on author’s citation and publication behaviors, that allow to see the forest of scientific publishing for the
trees. It makes the case for reform, highlighting potential paths to take to stop the drain of money, time,
control and trust the system is imposing on science.
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